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Hi Guys,

Well | really can’t believe it. | have completed a whole
year of Newsletters! Finally my knowledge of computers
exceeds emails and ebay, although | have to say, not

without a lot of sweat and more than a few tears! Anyway,
I’'m stilt here!

| have to tell you all - I’'m SO excited! — and the reason is,
very sadly for Pam Walker of Maplehurst Llamas, who has
finally decided, due to ill health, that she really can’t cope
with her herd of llamas any longer. So she telephoned me
to book an advert in the newsletter saying that her herd of
llamas was going to be for sale. At this point | went very
quiet and my brain started working overtime. Now we no
longer keep sheep on our farm, we were desperately short
of lawnmowers and needed a few mouths to keep the grass
down, plus my passion for llamas is such that the more
llamas we have, the merrier it is! Michael (my husband) and
| had a short chat, and both being very impulsive, decided
we would like to buy them. We are very honoured and
privileged that Pam agreed to the sale, and so now we are
going to have another 27 little darlings! We were tentatively
looking for a new stud in any event, as | now have the
daughters from our fantastic stud, Black Jack, and they

too need a husband. Anyway, we are now going to have
another 4 stud llamas and we are going to have so much
fun marrying everybody offt We also will be the extremely
proud owners of the twins, Aztec and Inca. We have 5 of
Pam’s weanlings here already, plus their babysitter llama
and we have started training in earnest. We now have

to collect the rest and it’s a bit like organising a military
operation! The worst part is going to be recognising
everybody. It's alf very well when your babies are born and
you name them and of course know who they are, but to
suddenly get an extra 27 llamas, of which some have similar
markings, and then have to know who’s who! | said to Pam
that they would have to come with identity cards! Anyway,
that's my excitement, so now | must try to caim down!

Well the Show season is once again looming and hopefully
we will all be able to exhibit, bluetongue allowing. | certainly
hope so, as it not just the showing we would miss, but the
general camaraderie of the llama fraternity. It’s so nice

to catch up on news (and gossip!) The llamas enjoy it so
much too.

Now | want you all to keep sending in your news and stories
so that we can keep the newsletter fun and interesting. It
doesn’t take long to whiz off an email and any pics you
have, even better! Also | am going to try to dream up some
new ideas for competitions etc., and when | say dream,
that’s what | mean, as all this extra thinking tends to go on
in the middle of the night when 'm meant to be sleeping!
Definitely need more than 24 hours in a day — what with
llamas, my Fell ponies (which | also breed), the business
and of course not forgetting the newsletter, | don't know if
I’m coming or going!

Anyway, must sign off for now. Off on the Orient Express to
Venice on Thursday so need to get organised!

Llots of llama llove,

Tina

BLS editor
e.Editor@BritishLlamaSociety.org

United Nations
Resolution -
2009
International
Year of Natural
Fibres

Millions of people around the world, among them some
of the poorest people in some of the poorest countries,
depend on the production and processing of natural
fibres for their livelihood. Natural fibres contribute to
food security and economic development for these
farmers. The International Year of Natural Fibres will
raise consumer. awareness and strengthen demand for
natural fibre products, improving the livelihoods of the
farmers who produce them and revenues for countries
that export them. At the same time, promoting the use
of natural fibres will enhance the environment.

The wide range of natural fibres includes cotton, wool,
jute, flax, silk, sisal, coconut and many others. Some
are produced from plants, others from animals, and
they are used in clothing and other consumer goods,
as well as in industrial applications. Virtually every
country in the world produces some natural fibres.

For most of us llama owners, our thoughts would
probably turn to South America where Bolivia is the
poorest country of all. Llamas provide an important
role in the economy for these subsistence farmers.
The terrain and climate is so harsh and vegetation
so sparse, that llama farming is the only viable option
open to them. Years ago, llamas were used to carry
mineral ore from the mines in this region, to the ports
in what is now northern Chile to be shipped to Europe.
These were the Ships of the Andes, llamas standing
up to 55 inches at the withers and weighing 550 Ibs!
The mines closed and the need for these beasts of
burden diminished, so now the Indian population is
encouraged to farm llamas for fibre and meat.

You can help! www.greatgifts.org. is a website run
by World Vision where you can buy a single llama for
£45, or a pair for £90, in the Cochabamba region of
Bolivia. These llamas will help to improve their herds
to produce a higher quality of wool and also provide
winter shelter, thereby improving their income. So if
you have a birthday, anniversary or any other special
occasion coming up, buy some Bolivian llamas, or
keep it in mind for next Christmas.

Mary Pryse
Catanger Hamas.
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ANNOUNCING THE ARRIVAL OF
TWINS!

Some British Llama Society members may already be aware
that a pair of twin llamas were born to Lulu, owned by Pam
Walker of Maplehurst Stud in West Sussex.

Pam was absolutely stunned to find the new arrivals. With
odds of 1 in 30,000 that twins could be born and with only
approximately 2,000 llamas in the UK the event is nothing
short of miraculous.

The twins were born on 19th September 2007 and weighed
in at a healthy 13kg and 9kg respectively. They have been
named Inca and Aztec. They are not totally identical
although have similar markings. One is grey (Inca) and the
other is brown (Aztec).

For proud Mum, Lulu, the twins became her eighth
and ninth babies, and being some 19 years old
herself, has decided maybe it’s time to give up

on having anymore babies. After all with double
trouble, will a girl have any time free to spend with
her young man! They have been keeping her very
busy since their arrival - what with the constant
whirl of feeding and the rest of the time playing.
Doesn't give a girl much time for any shut eye!
However, she is coping very well and looking
forward to the time when they might be weaned

to give her a break. (Shame us humans don’t have
the same luxury!)

As you can see from the photos, they are absolutely
gorgeous and a real blessing.

PLEASE SEND IN YOUR NEWS, VIEWS, ARTICLES, QUERIES,
COMMENTS AND PHOTOS FOR OUR NEXT NEWSLETTER

"We would love to hear from you"
editor@BritishLlamaSociety.org
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NEW MEMBERS PROFILE

My name is Peter Marshall and I live in St. Abbs on the east coast
in Scotland near the English border.

At the start of last year, I had never seen a llama in my life and
now this year I have started a Llama Trekking business! How this
happened is both long and short.

Ever since I was a kid it has been my goal to acquire a piece
of land and have all kinds of animals living on it for no other
purpose than to give them a good long life. I never saw this
as a money making venture and instead
concentrated on a career in art (after
dallying with the idea of being a punk rock
star!)

About the time my artwork was
approaching maturity, for want of a better
word, a friend of mine bought a guinea pig &
only to realise that the little one was going }
to have little ones of her own! I ended up
taking two of the three babies and named
them Loki and Odin. Ireally wasn’t keen

on them at first but within a few weeks it
was clear to me that they were great little
girls. What was also clear to me was that

I had very little idea of how to understand
their ‘language’ and although I learned
quickly about cavies, thinking about my
animal farm and all the different kinds of
animals I wanted to have, decided I should
get educated about animal care. So the next
step was to take a course at college on the
very subject.

One day, we had an alpaca farmer visit the
college to talk about them and we were .
invited to visit his farm the next week. Ay,

The alpacas were lovely but I was intrigued ~ Peter with ([amarsﬂ}y -

about her two llamas that were there as

livestock protection. I was told that they

were not too expensive and there is always the opportunity to
trek them as a way of getting back and making money from them.
Now there was an idea that got me thinking! Ispent my dinner
time researching Illama trekking and was sure it was something I
could do but didn’t know who to approach.

The internet can be very confusing if you don’t know where to
look but fortunately a little while later I picked up a magazine
which T thought might have something about llamas in it and sure
enough there was one advert from a llama breeder. A ‘phone call
later and I was back on track and soon after drove down to the
midlands to go on my first llama trek.

It was a great day and, encouraged, I started making a concrete
effort to find out if llama trekking in Berwickshire could become
reality.

The National Trust of Scotland own St. Abbs Head Nature
Reserve, so I contacted the Head Ranger and he asked me to
produce a short proposal with possible problems and solutions
contained within it that he could present to his piers.

The land is rented out to farmers, so then I had to find out if I
could acquire a good half acre anyway for the two llamas I was
thinking of and when the word came back that had the ‘go
ahead’ from the Trust, the farmer and I agreed on an ideal spot
for the paddock just inside the Reserve. It is easily visible from
the road but far enough back so that the llamas are not unduly
disturbed and is well sheltered on two sides.

I have done all sorts of jobs, so erecting a post and rail fence was
no bother. [ was going to build a shelter from scratch as well

but because of time and eager to get my llamas, I bought a flat
pack garden shed instead. I left the front open and used the side
panels to extend the length and used the doors as a roof to this
extension. I needed stable mats and when the horsey place I went

to didn’t have any, [ went up to Argos to look for an alternative
and found exercise mats that would do the trick so that was
another box ticked.

1 get offered all sorts of things in my handyman work and with a
spare door and plastic sheeting given to me, I soon constructed a
hay store. Berwickshire is full of farms, so finding a hay supply
was not too difficult, especially as my dad used to work as a
fencer, so all the farms round and about know who I am.

Finding a supplier of camelid mix was a bit
more difficult, but just by “phoning around
I found one in Jedburgh. The Trust had a
plastic trough lying about doing nothing
so I was grateful they gave it to me for the
llamas water.

So I had the fence up (with a gate large
enough to get a vehicle in if need be). T had
' apen inside, with their shelter and hay
store contained, food and water troughs,

. hay, camelid mix and, of course, their
exercise mats to keep them fit! (But really to
give them a dry flooring of course.)

* Everything was in place and on the 5th
" September 2007, the boys arrived and

. within no time had made themselves at
home.

The only construction left to do is a

i welcome area for trekkers but there is no

 hurry for that as really it will be Easter

* before we get busy here again. Mind you,
. I am always thinking of things to make

the llamas life better and have added a

‘conservatory’ to their shelter with wood

and plastic sheeting! Just gives them a bit

more room and doesn’t make their shelter

look as purely functional as it did before.

s

I have public liability insurance sorted of course.

I have to pinch myself sometimes that this has really happened as
it is great to have a job with animals and especially as the animals
enjoy it as well.

And that is what really counts. Iwant to make some money from
llama trekking for sure, but far more important to me is that Nico
and Sammy, my two boys, have a long and happy life at St. Abbs
head.

By the way, me learning llama language has been the hardest
part, but one way or another, I am getting there, but that's another
story!

Peter Marsball
Beruickotione Hama Trekhing.

The Eoys with Q’ete. St Abbs Church in the Eacﬁgmum{
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Selenium Deficiency in Camelids

In 2006 a question was posed to the Health and Welfare
Committee as a result of the diagnosis of selenium deficiency
in a number of alpacas. “Was 2006 a particularly bad year for
selenium deficiency.”

To answer the question, you need to know the role of selenium
in metabolism

Selenium is an essential component of the antioxidant enzyme
Glutathione Peroxidase (GSH-Px). Selenium also plays a role
in the function of the thyroid gland where it is necessary for
conversion of the thyroid hormone thyroxine. Selenium is also
involved in immune functions. It is therefore an essential frace
element, “nutrient” for camelids.

Selenium deficiency

Clinical signs in crias:
Crias that are born weak and fail to thrive or don’t survive.
White muscle disease (signs include walking with stiff
legs)
In%paired immune function.
Nutritional myodegeneration (heart muscle) which can
lead to heart attacks.

Adults: In addition to the above symptoms:
1) Adults that don’t reproduce well.

2) Retained placentas.

3) Failure to thrive.

All of the above symptoms are treatable with Vitenium or
other similar products - please speak to your vet.

Crias are born almost devoid of fat soluble vitamins and
need to receive them from milk/colostrum intake. Although
selenium can be transported across the placenta, if the dam
is deficient, a cria may have little if any selenium in its liver
reserves.

To seek to answer the question posed to the Health and
Welfare Committee, we must look at a number of clinical tests.

The tests (GSH-Px tests) were carried out on camelid blood
samples by the Veterinary Laboratorv Agency (VLA) between
January 2005 and March 2007. The results are presented and
interpreted below.

The test was based on the fact that selenium is an essential
component of the enzyme Glutathione Peroxidase (GSH-Px)
and it is this enzyme that was assayed. The reason for this
is that whole blood selenium is a far more difficult test to
carry out, and GSH-Px results are highly correlated to blood
selenium anyway.

If we assume the range to be:
Normal >30 U/ml RBCs
Borderline  20-30 U/ml RBCs
Deficient <20 u/ml RBCs

1t should be noted at this point, that this “nornal range” for
camnelids has been extrapolated from the normal range for
cattle and sheep, and these “normal ranges” can change over
time.

2005 2006

March)

34 tests 80 tests

52.9% Normal 63.8% Normal
32.4% Borderline 25% Borderline
14.7% Deficient 11.2% Deficient

2007(to

43 tests

60.5% Normal
20.9% Borderline
18.6% Deticient
It is worth mentioning that these were routine blood tests
taken on camelids, not specific testing for suspected selenium
deficrent animals. Some of the camelids could have been
lested as part of a general health screening process. Others
may have been animals with ilf thrift that were tested for trace

mineral deficiency such as selenium, copper and cobalt.

It is difficult to draw meaningful conclusions to the original
question posed as only a fairly small sample of the camelid
population was taken and the reason for sampling is
unknown. However, conclusions that can be made from

the results are that 2006 was not a particularly bad year for
selenium deficiency and in general only between 10 - 20% of
camelids are likely to show significant deficiency on blood
testing for selenium.

What can be done about Sefenium

deficiency?

1) Ask your vet if you are in a known selenium deficient area.
Have your soil analysed. In soils, selenium is most often
found in soluble form which can be leached out of soils by
rain, and into rivers by runoff.

2) Feed a varied and balanced diet that includes bulk forage
and hay, and where necessary supplementary feeds,
vitamins and minerals.

3) Monitor any health problems/ill thrift/sudden and
unexplained deaths and look for clinical signs of selenium
deficiency. It is a good idea to get a post mortem done to
know whether to test or treat other members of your herd.
Get your vet to take bloods and have them analysed. Just
as selenium deficiency may be the problem, copper, cobalt
or even another mineral such as molvbdenum deficiency
might be involved.

Selenium toxicity

Selenium is added to all livestock supplementary feeds
(including camelid), at levels which are strictly controlled

in this country. The problem is that camelids may require
higher levels of selenium in supplementary feed than other
livestock because generally their daily intake is less. However,
overdosing of selenium is possible. In excess, selenium is
fairly toxic to most animal species.

This is complicated by the fact that there are numerous
interactions between many minerals which can lead to
secondary “induced” disease problems. As a result, expert
advice should always be sought if mineral supplementation is
necessary.

Examples of why this holds true are

- Too much calcium can exacerbate zinc deficiency

- High iron can interfere with copper availability

- High dietary potassium can interfere with magnesium
availability.

Suggested dose of Selenium for camelids
Assume 80 - 165]b body weight (extrapolated from cattle and
sheep) 0.4 - 0.6 ppm 0.3 - 0.6 mg/day

This is equivalent to an average requirement of 6 - 9 ng/kg
Body Weight.

(These figures are taken from The Complete Alpaca Book by
Eric Hoffman).

My thanks to Andrew Starnes of Howe, Starnes, Gatward,
Blowey and Wood - Veterinary Practice for help and advice in
writing this article.

Data Kindly supplied by the Veterirary Laboratories Agency

Vicki Agar (joint Health and Welfare Committee)

NB. The article speaks about requirements of alpacas of a
bodyweight of 165lbs (75kg) as needing 0.6mg/day. Fowler says
llamas need about 1.5mg/day so assuming a llama weighs about
150-200kgs, 1 think you could extrapolate from that, the requirements
for llamas are approximately the same on a weight for weight basis as
alpacas.

Andrew Starnes.
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Llearning to Llove Llamas

I’'m not really qualified to write an article for a Llama Society
newsletter as, until two months ago, my experience of
camelids was limited to five days spent vainly persuading a
camel named Michael Jackson to
canter across the Indian desert,
after which, | vowed | would stick to
horses. So it was really by chance
that | found myself applying for a job
looking after a large herd of llamas
and alpacas at Bluecaps Farm!

The first llama | met when | went

for interview was Josephine. She
minced over to us and glanced
disdainfully over her nose before
walking off. Not wishing to offend my
potential employer, | stifled a laugh
at the way she stiffly strutted her
stuff across the field, like a catwalk
model in heels three sizes too big.
Yet despite her slight ungainliness,
her aura of superiority seemed
justified and her respectable name
suited her perfectly. | was mystified by this majestic yet
comical creature, and | wanted to know more!

Fortunately for me, it comes with the job! Tina has a large
herd of llamas at Bluecaps Farm of all ages, colours and
genders which has provided me with a great opportunity to
get to grips with the basics of llama husbandry and to gain a
little insight into what makes them tick. As well as breeding
and showing her llamas, Tina offers trekking around the local
countryside. Now, to the uninitiated, the concept of taking a
llama for a walk may seem quirky, even a little bizarre. When
| told people about my new job and the llama trekking, the
response was invariably, ‘but what for?’ And | have to admit
that this question left me somewhat baffled; the whole idea
seemed only slightly more constructive than dragging an

Me with twins Bztec and Inca

unruly sheep round the block... Oh the philistine that | was!
But then | tried it. Now in answer to the ‘why’ question | can
extol the virtues of llamas. They are such peaceful souls,

and make very pleasant walking
companions as I’'m sure | don’t need
to tell you.

But it is the weanlings that have
really won me over. They are
currently kept in a large barn away
from the rest of the herd while

they struggle through adolescence
and we people-ise them. Perhaps
because I’'m more used to equines
(who are rather more intellectually
challenged) I'm continually amazed
at how quick llamas are to learn

new concepts and to adapt. | love
their inquisitive nature; they are the
ultimate nosey neighbours! Necks
craned at impossible angles to

peer round the corner, banana ears
straining so hard they meet in the
middle and eyes bulging out on stalks, the little llamas drink
in every detail of the different coloured horse, or the heron
sitting in the middle of the grass. And even more astounding is
their aptitude for flying over 5’ fences... without even meaning
to! We have already made many a secret mission into the
neighbour’s paddock to rescue a stray baby. | know | shouldn’t
have favourites, but | can’t help it, ’'m not a professional yet!

So, | have learned a lot in the past two months and my
respect for llamas continues to grow. For me they have
definitely made the transition from the (only mildly) ridiculous
to the sublime!

Tara Sinta. Bluecaps Hamas.

MEMBER’S PROFILE
MARY WALKER

to enrich the lives of autistic and disabled children.

Mary Walker first “got into llamas’ by a happy accident when she went to collect two llamas from the late Chris Goodwin
from Hereford that were to join the animal therapy team at Lords House Farm Special Needs Centre in Lancashire.... Mary
is the Chief Executive and founder of the Charity which provides Equine and animal assisted therapy for disabled and
disadvantaged adults and children in the community and have, since getting the llamas, started to use them very effectively

Being given the opportunity to take them for a trek on the downs whilst there collecting them, Mary and her Husband
Graham were immediately hooked on the concept of trekking with these delightful creatures and have now set up a Llama
Trekking Centre ...Lakeland Llama Treks ..in the spectacular surroundings of the Lake District in Cumbria, working with
their 26 llamas in the North Lakes area and more recently having a permanent site at Center Parcs Whinfell Forest. Mary and
her husband, daughter and daughters fiancé, are now in the process of developing a small lama visitor centre and tea rooms
near Keswick, so the public can ‘take tea with a llama’....a very civilised thing to do!

Mary is married with three daughters and three grandchildren, 24 horses, 26 llamas, and a range of unusual animals
including monkeys, emu, reindeer, snakes and reptiles and a herd of hand reared, tame fallow deer.

Mary’s role as director for the British Llama Society will make use of her post graduate degree in business management and
extensive marketing and fundraising experience to support the society’s website in facilitating a wide range of information
for its members, existing and new llama owners, interested public and llama lovers everywhere.

First instalment of a day in the life of a Lakeland llama or how much fun can be had on four legs!

B ettt eeeeeeenneeeeeeeesnnnsasseeessnnnseseennnnsssesanennnssssa.bls NEWS march 08

SE—



A MAGICAL EXPERIENCE!

That is how our clients describe an afternoon communing
with a llama. | don’t know what makes this magic, | only
know that everyone that we take out with us seems to have
had a life changing experience...certainly a change in their
expectations of what they thought would happen on their
meander through the

countryside attached (very

loosely) to a nuzzling llama.

| have worked with people in
a variety of capacities in the
service industry all my life
and it's so true that you can’t
please all people all of the
time. Llamas however shoot
that theory into a thousand
pieces as | can honestly say
that everyone that has been
out with our llamas have all
got this excited, exhilarated
and happy demeanour

and frankly what | can

only describe as a feeling
of privilege to be in their
company (their words not
ours).

beauitiful countrysi
We are always careful to do

our research into our clients

experience and all get ‘homework’ at the end of the trek in the
form of a very simple questionnaire asking open questions
about all aspects of the experience. They can’t put yes or no
so we get a good an honest opinion of how we can make their

experience even better.

We ask for a rating of 1 to 10 for the experience ...10 being
excellent...and without exception someone on the trek will
cross out 10 and put 11.

Now [ don’t believe that this is just a reflection of the good
customer service we try to provide....the llamas have a way
of endearing themselves to their trek companion in a way

that | have never seen another of Gods creatures able to do.
Whether it is our William that just snogs for England...(man

or woman...he doesn’t care!) making people feel they are the
only human in the world he wants to be with, or little Pixie who
has a fluffy puff ball coat and a dreamy expression in his eyes
and who's throttle is stuck at one speed...slow and is ideal for
our little people on the trek.

The llama llove phenomenon really does exist and a number
of our trek clients have gone on to be llama owners as a
result of the feeling of being bereft when it comes to handing
back the new love of their life at the end of the day.

Llamas cause a stir wherever they go...people are fascinated
to see them....particularly in places they never expect to see
something quite so bizarre like 7 llamas enjoying a paddle up
to their knees in Derwentwater lake in Keswick Cumbria.

We never tire of seeing the look of surprise and sheer
pleasure on the faces of people walking towards us whilst on
the trek and of course hearing the standard quotes such as

‘ that's a big sheep’ ‘| knew | shouldn’t have had a drink at

A ﬁay]} cop(e erg’o in, Eoﬁ the cmyan cf their lamas and the
dl: of the Lake District

lunchtime’ and please tell me,l have to ask, just why are you
leading a llama through these woods?

It really is quite amusing that our clients tell us there seems
to be two standard replies when they tell their friends or work
colleagues they are going llama trekking. These are either...
Oh how brilliant..can | come
too or WHY? The ‘why’
they get to know all about
when their new trekker has
been out with us...there
must be so many people in
the UK now having llamas
as screen savers on their
computers...they really are
the most photographed
animals in Cumbria | think.

William or Casanova as

we like to call him, thinks
cameras were invented

for him and when ever

he sees one is right in
there...whether or not he

is supposed to be on the
photograph or not, he will
muscle in. There must be
$0 many Japanese tourists
returning home to show their
photographs to family and having to explain just why there is
a large hairy creature peering down the lens of the camera...|
am sure they must think the UK has gone potty!

So now you can see | am sure, just why we are selling up
and moving to Cumbria to live and work with our llamas...Like
my family who are involved with our new venture all say...

we can’t believe we actually get paid for wandering around
woods and lakes with such delightful company....llamas and
people.

More instalments next issue of our anecdotes and tales from
the Lakeland llamas....... Thought for the week...why do
llamas like mince pies? We'll give you the answer next issue!

Mary Walker

ooh - that’s better. Q\/ly feet are killi ’ng me!l
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REGISTRATION

It will soon be a year since I took over
from Rodney Newth, the former Registrar
for the Society. Thave to say that I am
actually very much enjoying the extra
involvement in the Society this duty

has brought me - it is bringing me into
contact with many owners and isn't it just
wonderful to talk Llamas with people
who have the same passion?

Unfortunately, December involved a
disaster in that my Laptop crashed -
beyond recall, I had to purchase a new
one, which of course runs VISTA. It took
almost six weeks and six brains to retrieve
the database and bring me back “on line”.

150 Llamas have been registered since 1
April 2007. Upon receipt of a registration
form, I can enter the data and complete
the registration at a rate of approximately
3 minutes per animal. However, if the
applicant has not quoted a registered sire
or dam Herdbook number, or quoted the
wrong number - the registration process
will possibly take me about 15 to 20
minutes!!

Similarly, when an applicant submits

a Certificate to register the Transfer of

an animal, please ensure you quote the
membership number of the new owner if
appropriate, as again a 3 minute job can
turn into 15 as I retrieve the information
from other tables in the database. If

the new owner is not a member, please
provide their full name and address as a
letter will be sent to them inviting them to
join and thus receive a Certificate for the
animal.

The registration form also asks for Breed
Type. More often than not, this box is not
completed on the form. The breed type
reference to quote is as follows :

CCARA CLASSIC - short coated
CCARA CURACA - medium woolled

TAMPULI for long fibred Llamas sub-
divided into :

TAPADA for heavy woolled and
LANUDA for heavy woolled with fringes
on ears, head and abundant wool down
the legs.

It has been agreed by the Committee

that the colour reference required
simplification. When completing this
element on the registration form, only
the following colours should be referred
to : BLACK, WHITE, CREAM, DARK
BROWN, LIGHT BROWN, DARK GREY,
LIGHT GREY

No other colour references should now be
quoted.

[t is not a requirement, but it is a useful
central record for identity purposes for
you to lodge a photograph of the animal
being registered. This photograph

is affixed to the registration form and
retained on file.

Occasionally, a registration form gives
the names of a Sire and/or a Dam who
are not registered. The Society wishes
to encourage owners to register these

animals also, even where their parentage
is not known.

Please also quote your Herd name

and two or three letter Herd reference
allocated to you if you have been notified
previously of such a reference.

To ensure the register maintains a true
and concise record of Llamas, please also
ensure that you notify me of the death of
an animal and advise the cause of death if
known.

Almost everyone who renewed their
subscription for 2008 completed the
census sent out with the renewal notices.
It is proposed to start the process of
issuing each member with a copy of a

REGIONAL LLAMA GROUPS

1. South West England

Jenny Rodgers, t: 01308-488959
Devon, Somerset, Dorset, Wilts,
jenny.trecottllamas@yvirgin.net

Julie Tripp, t:10872-540465
Cornwall
llamaland.1@tiscali.co.uk

2. South East England
Ordell Safran, t:01344-885857
Berks, Oxon
ordell.safran@btinternet.com

Gareth Chamberlain, t:07867-
975705

Hants, Isle of Wight and West
Sussex
garethchamberlain161@hotmail.
com

Libby Bird, t:01306-631829
Surrey
libbybird@btconnect.com

Maggie Dilley, t:01732-700672
Kent
richard.stokes@btconnect.com

Liz Butler
London, Middx, Buckinghamshire
llamaliz@hotmail.com

Ruth Hills. t: 01424-893074
Mobile:07810-426956

East Sussex
ruthhills19@yahoo.co.uk

3. East of England

Gwynneth Hogger, t:01473-785529
Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex,
Cambridgeshire, Bedfordshire,
Hertfordshire
fynnvalleyllamas@keme.co.uk

4. East Midlands

Mary Pryse, t:01279-768676
Linconshire, Rutland,
Nottinghamshire, Derby, Northants,
Leicestershire
mary@llamatrekking.co.uk

schedule of Llamas registered to them, so
that the members can ensure the database
is correct and bring it up to date as
appropriate.

It is also proposed to write to the non-
member owners, inviting them to join the
Society and asking them to confirm the
data on the animals recorded as being in
their ownership.

I am still feeling my way into the
responsibility of Registrar and of course
do not have the benefit of the knowledge
of the long serving Rodney - but please
do not hesitate to call me if you have any
queries at any time - and hopefully I will
be able to assist you and you can help
teach me!!

Vivienne S Ives
Bls Registrar

5. West Midlands

Yvonne Parfett, t:07971-377993
Herefordshire, Worcestershire,
Gloucestershire, Staffordshire,
Warwickshire, West Midlands
yvsllamas@yahoo.co.uk

Norma Chandler Paterson, t:01454-
773533
Gloucestershire

6. Yorkshire & Humberside
Susan Evans, t: 01422-881062
North, South, East, West Yorkshire
Humberside
mevans@knowledgemanagement.
co.uk

7. North East England

John. Sutcliffe, t: 01642-712228
Northumbertand, Tyne & Wear,
Durham, Cleveland
johnsutcliffe1709@supanet.com

8. North West England & Isie of
Man

Helen Taylor, t: 01457-810186
Cheshire, Gt.Manchester,
Merseyside, | of Man
Helen@saddleworthllamatrekking.
co.uk

Mary Walker, t: 01254-877827
Lancashire, Cumbria
info@lakelandllamatreks.co.uk

9. Wales
Michael Balchin, t: 01650-511659
gartheiniog@amserve.com

10. Scotland
Lorna Renshaw, t: 01651-806619
ArdoAlpaca@aol.com

11. N.Ireland & S.Ireland
Sue Somerville, t:+353 1 281 8253
stucker@tcd.ie

12. Overseas -France (6) USA (1)
NONE
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DELIGHT AT END OF A LONG BATTLE

We are delighted to confirm that after a long battle, Roseland
has finally been declared free of Bovine TB. In actual fact it
would seem that we have been clear of it for some fifteen
months, and the length and tragic losses of this gruelling
episode were more down to tragically and frighteningly
inadequate testing resources plus a government department -
Defra - that has totally lost its way in terms of its priorities and
methodology (why is no one surprised to hear this?).

it took petitioning and appeals to two government ministers
and a visit to our farm by the Efra Select Committee of

MPs (the parliamentary committee that monitors Defra) to
finally get Defra back on to the testing and compensation
procedures that were agreed at the beginning of the problem
but upon which they suddenly reneged mid-course. This
victory sadly but inevitably meant that twelve llamas that had
tested positive for TB back in March ‘07 had, finally, to be put
down in December. This proved both tragic and good news at
one and the same time because all proved to be negative on
post mortem and on culture; a terrible loss yet showing that
we had actually been clear for a whole year!

Now another final and completely clear set of tests has
confirmed the good news! So fifteen months have actually
elapsed free of all signs of illness! And having now passed a
record number of tests, we have a happy and healthy herd
with - the silver lining - some truly beautiful youngsters born
amidst all the chaos!

Ironically this was the year that Judy and | had planned to
downsize with a view to semi-retirement, reducing the herd

DIARY DATES

SOUTH EAST ALPACA GROUP

CAMELID BIRTHING SEMINAR
Saturday 12th April 2008
beginning at 12 noon at The Ashdown Forest Llama Park

A talk by Claire Whitehead about Camelid birthing including what is
normal birthing and what is an abnormal or a difficuit birth.

Claire is Lecturer in Camelid Medicine and reproduction at the Royal
Veterinary College.

Directions The Ashdown Forest LLama Park is located on the A22
between Uckfield and East Grinstead, 250 metres south of the junction
with the A275

CENTRAL REGION GROUP.

Sunday 13th April.

TREK at Catanger Llamas, South Northants. 10am

BYO lunch. We can loan you a llamaif you can't bring one
Contact: Mary Pryse 01295 768676

e. mary@llamatrekking co.uk

SOUTH WEST REGION

Our Spring Social will be held on Sunday 20th April at Barford
Cottage, Spaxton, Nr. Bridgwater, Somerset TAS 1AF. Fanny and
David James have kindly offered to be our hosts and will provide a
map/directions if required. Tel 01278 671425 or e. barfordllamas@
btinternet.co.uk We will have the usual format. Turn up between 11.30
and 12 noon with a contribution for a shared lunch. This can be decided
on (sweet or savoury etc) when you confirm with Fanny and David that
you are coming. It's almost a year now since we all met up. Sadly our
Winter Soclal had to be cancelled but Brenda has suggested we may
like to visit late summer. This could be arranged at the coming Social

| can assure you of a warm welcome and a lovely day. A great chance
to meet new members and catch up with ‘old’ friends. Look forward to
seeing you. Jenny Rogers

The 2008 North Somerset Show is to be held on Monday 5th May.
Contact: Norma Chandler Paterson on 01454 773533

from a very personal but commercial enterprise to an even
more personal hobby group; so one way or ancther we are
back on track, enjoying our tovely llamas and very much open
again for business!

Whilst the clouds have lifted over Roseland Llamas, sadly
the issue of bovine TB continues to affect camelids - llamas
and alpacas - around the UK. Our hearts go out to anyone
affected. Given that there is a total absence (despite the
endless reports and studies) of a valid policy to control t.b
in wildlife and totally inadequate testing procedures both for
suspect cases and for movements of camelids in general,

it is feared the problem may worsen before it improves and
vigilance in having ailing animals monitored by a vet and

in having any deceased animals post-mortemed, is vital. If
anyone has concerns about their own animals or is already
in the throes of a TB breakdown, please do not hesitate

to contact me if | can be of any assistance or support -
paulrose@llamas.co.uk.

| shall be preparing and publishing a fuller account and
information for members as soon as possible and hopefully
this will be available at the Society AGM. Meanwhile may we
take this opportunity to extend sincere and grateful thanks
for the many good wishes and messages of support we have
received over the months and which helped so much to
sustain us through the nightmare.

Paul & GJudy Rase
Roseland Hamas, Devon

SOUTH OF ENGLAND

ARDINGLY SPRING SHOW

Sunday 4th and Monday 5th May.

Llama and alpaca classes

Contact: Liz Butler 01737 823375 e. llamaliz@hotmail.com

Llama Show at Mere Hall Farm. Staffs.
Sunday 1st June. By kind permission of Christine Armstrong.
Organiser Brian Haughton. Details to follow

July 27th Mini trek and fun classes at Manor Farm, Notts.
Details to follow

Aug/Sept.

TREK in Nottingham Forest. Details to follow
Contact: Brian Haughton. Tel. 0775 2206481
haughton_brian@hotmail.com

DERBYSHIRE REGIONAL GROUP

Recently formed alpaca regional group who welcome llama owners to
their meetings and events.

Their aims are to provide help, advice and support, education and
knowledge sharing with speakers/courses and to organise fun and
social events. They will be starting with 6 meetings a year. If you live in
Derbyshire or surrounding counties, this could be of interest for you,
Contact: Lesley Howard e. lk.howard@homecall.co.uk

Llama Lland Open Day

Sunday 6 July 2008

10am-4pm

Julie Tripp. Llama Liand, Penare Farm, Shortlanesend, Truro, Cornwall
TR4 9DG

Tel No. 01872 540465. e-mail: info@llamalland.com

Cornwall Camelid Association Fun Day.
September 2008

Including trek and obstacle course

For more information contact

Julie Tripp. Llama Lland, Penare Farm. Shortlanesend, Truro, Cornwall
TR4 9DG

Tel No: 01872 540465. e-mail: info@llamalland.com
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First Meeting
of the East of
England BLS

Group.

Sorry for the delay in writing this report...

The first meeting of the East of England Group took place
on the 22nd September 2007. Despite the Foot and Mouth
outbreaks and many of our members being on holiday,
Chris Codd and | paid a visit to the Oasis Camel Centre in
Norfolk, owned and run by Ray Smith.

We were welcomed very warmly with a cup of coffee while
Ray spoke to us about his experiences of training and
breeding camels over the past 30 years. We were then
shown around the centre to meet his collection of camelids;
his family includes not just camels, but llamas, alpacas and
guanacos too!

Next we were in for a treat! Ray ambled over to us with
Sonny, a camel he had bred and trained himself, and,

as though speaking to a dog rather than a large Bactrian
camel, he asked him to lie down. It was incredible to
witness Sonny slowly lying down so obediently and gently.
Chris and | gave him lots of pats while Ray answered our
many questions.

After a lovely lunch we took two llamas out for a walk and
enjoyed the local scenery.

All in all, we had a wonderful time and Chris and | are
very grateful to Ray and his family for making it such an
informative and enjoyable day.

Gwynneth Hogger - Fynnvalley Llamas.

Recruiting new members...

Your continued support of BLS is the lifeblood of the Society, and the enrolment of
new members the safeguard of its future.

We know that there are many llama owners out there who are not but could - should
- be members! If you know any non-member who has llamas, or is interested in
having them do please invite them to join us.

Three routes to membership
1. Send names and addresses to Brenda Birmingham for her to mail out leaflets.
2.Ask Brenda for a supply of leaflets to give out yourself.

3. Download the forms from our website or point the potential member to the
website to download their joining form.
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British Llama Society
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DIRECTORY
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Would you like to go trekking with llamas, or stay at a B&B where
they keep llamas? Or perhaps you wish to visit a breeder with a
view to buying some llamas?

Welcome to the British Llama Society Enterprise Directory, your best starting point.
ACCOMMODATION

BREEDERS

FIBRE & HANDICRAFTS

SOUVENIR & LLAMA ART PRODUCTS
TRAINING & EQUIPMENT

TREKKING

VISITOR ATTRACTIONS




ACCOMMODATION

CORNWALL

GOONGOOSE CAMELIDS:

Mrs Anne Masters

Engoyse Farm Cottages, Helston,
Cornwall TR13 0QE

Tel No: 01326 572580

LLAMA LLAND

(For contact details, see under
Breeders)

Three comfortable mobile homes to
let. Guests welcome to visit llamas

or trek with them by arrangement.
Holiday craft courses available.

(See also under Souvenir & Llama Art
Products and Breeders)

HEREFORDSHIRE

GOLDEN VALLEY LLAMAS:

Robert Dewar & Amanda Huntley

Old King Street Farm, Ewyas Harold,
Hereford HR2 OHB

Tel No: 01981 240208

Fax No: 01981 241579

E-mail: info@oldkingstreetfarm.co.uk
www.oldkingstreetfarm.co.uk

Two Four-star, self-catering cottages
on llama farm. The Cider House sleeps
two in large double with bathroom,
and Pomona Cottage sleeps four in
double and twin with separate shower
room. Ten acres with lake. Weekly lets
throughout the year and short breaks
available outside peak periods. Llama
trekking. (See also under Trekking)

KENT

STOWTING LLAMAS:

Alison Taylor

Bordens Wood B & B, Stowting,
nr Ashford, Kent TN25 6AP

Tel No: 01303 812011

LONDON

WILLOWSIDE: P E & C Roddick
Picks Farm, Sewardstone Road,
Chingford, London E4 7RA

Tel No: 0208 529 1371

E-mail: r.roddick@btconnect.com
www.willowsidelakes.co.uk

2 Self-catering cottages. Each has a
twin and double bedroom, bathroom,
sitting room/kitchen. 3 star award. On
50 acre farm with two fishing lakes
and 7 llamas. Rural location but only
Y2 hour from London by train. Stabling
for llamas for those wishing to trek at
Windsor approx 1 hour away.

WARWICKSHIRE

BROWN BOY LLAMAS:

Allen & Jane Brown

Puckpitts Farm, Tredington,
Shipston-on-Stour,
Warwickshire CV36 4NH

Tel No: 01608 661893 (Llamas,
Alpacas & Emus)

Enterprise Directory 2008

BREEDERS

All entries in the BREEDERS section
have signed up to the British Camelids
Limited or British Llama Society Sales
Code of Conduct

ENGLAND

BERKSHIRE

ORDELLAMAS: Ordell Safran

The Forest House, Hatchet Lane,
Winkfield, Berkshire SL4 2EG

Tel No: 01344 885857

Fax: 01344 884398 (Llamas)
E-mail:ordellsafran@btinternet.com
www.ordellamas.co.uk

We have been breeding champion
llamas for 25 years. We breed for good
temperament and good conformation.
Our aim is to match the right llama
with the right owner. Our speciality

is helping first-time owners and then
giving after-sales service.

CORNWALL

LLAMA LLAND: Julie & Tom Tripp
Penare Farm, Shortlanesend,

Truro, Cornwall TR4 9DG

Tel No: 01872 540465 (Llamas)
E-mail: info@llamalland.com
www.llamalland.com

We have the largest ‘Cloud of Llamas’
in Cornwall. Care is taken in selectively
breeding from a wide gene pool, bred
for conformation and temperament.
Stud services available, registered and
vaccinated. Full before- and after-sales
advice given. Delivery can be arranged.
(See also under Accommodation and
Souvenir & Llama Art Products)

DEVON

ROSELAND LLAMAS: Paul Rose
Stockleigh Pomeroy, Devon, EX17 4AY
Tel No/Fax: 01363 866056 (Llamas)

ESSEX

MISTLEY LLAMAS:

Mrs Claire Scargill

Mistley Lodge, New Road, Mistley,
Essex CO11 2AQ

Tel No: 01206 395417

Fax: 01206 397116 (Llamas)

KENT

STELLING LLAMAS:

lan & [sobel Jackson

Stone Hall, Stone Street,

Stelling Minnis, Canterbury,

Kent CT4 6DD

Tel No: 01277 709232

Fax No: 01227 709232 (Llamas)
E-mail: ian.jackson6@btconnect.com

NORTHANTS

CATANGER LLAMAS:

Mary & David Pryse

18 High Street,

Weston by Weedon Lois, Towcester,
Northants NN12 8PU

Tel No: 01295 768676

Fax: 01295 760542 (Llamas &
Donkeys)

E-mail: mary@llamatrekking.co.uk
www.llamatrekking.co.uk

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
RUSHCLIFFE LLAMAS:

The Ives Family

“Aysgarth”, Clipston Lane,
Normanton on the Wolds,

Notts NG12 5SNW

Tel No: 01159 375949

Fax No: 01159 376573 (Llamas)

SUFFOLK

FYNN VALLEY LLAMAS:

Gwynneth Hogger

The Lodge, Valley Farm,

Strugglers Lane, Witnesham,

Ipswich, Suffolk IP6 9HS

Tel No/Fax: 01473 785529 (Llamas)
E-mail: fynnvalleyllamas@keme.co.uk

SURREY

NUTFIELD PARK LLAMAS &
ALPACAS: Don & Liz Butler
Nutfield Park Farm, South Nutfield,
Surrey RH1 5PA

Tel No: 01737 823375 (Llamas &
Alpacas)

SUSSEX

ASHDOWN FOREST LLAMA PARK:
Linda Johnson

Ashdown Forest Llama Park,

Wych Cross, Forest Row,

East Sussex RH18 5JN

Tel No: 01825 712040

Fax: 01825 713698 (Liamas &
Alpacas)

BLUECAPS LLAMAS (incorporating
Maplehurst Llamas):

Michael & Tina O’Donnell

Bluecaps Farms, Sleepers Stile Road,
Cousley Wood, Wadhurst,

East Sussex TN5 6QX

Tel No: 01892 785119

Mobile: 07711 663800 (Llamas &
Alpacas)

E-mail: bluecaps@tiscali.co.uk
www.bluecapsllamas.co.uk

Various llama walks offered

including picnic and champagne
walks. Corporate entertainment.
Personalised handmade webbing/
macramé halters and accessories.
Choose your own colours. A range of
quality home produced alpaca clothing
accessories including wraps, scarves
etc. Shop on site. Quality stock
usually for sale. Check our website.

WARWICKSHIRE

ANNA LOU LLAMAS: Louise Prowse
Green End Farm, Newhall Green,
Fillongley, Warwickshire CV78 8DU
Tel No: 01676 542766

Fax No: 01676 549018 (Llamas)

YORKSHIRE

LONGBRIDGE LLAMAS:

Elizabeth Grant

Longbridge House, Stillington Road,
Easingwold, York, Yorkshire YO61 3ET
Tel No: 01347 823589 Fax: 01347
824616 (Llamas)




SCOTLAND

ABERDEENSHIRE

HILL VIEW LLAMAS:

Jennifer Smith

Strichen House, Strichen, Fraserburgh,
Aberdeenshire AB43 6TN

Tel No: 01771 637208/07875 033305
Fax No: 01771 637208 (Llamas)
E-mail: jenny.smith9@hotmail.com
www.jennyjennysmith9.spaces.live.com

LANARKSHIRE

LOWTHER LLAMAS:

Ann Knowles-Brown

Crookedstane, Elvanfoot, By Biggar,
Lanarkshire ML12 6RL

Tel No: 01864 505287 (Llamas)

WIGTOWNSHIRE
DRUMRAE LLAMAS:

Mrs Val Crank

West Drumrae Farm, Whithorn,
Wigtownshire DG8 8DU

Tel No: 01988 700518

WALES

CEREDIGION

BREMIA FARMS: Peter Bourne
Llanio Isaf, Tregaron, Ceredigion,
Dyfed SY25 6UW

Tel No: 01974 298327

Fax: 01974 298590 (Llamas)

NON-UK

FRANCE

LES LAMAS DE BRIANCE-
LIGOURE: Bernard Morestin
Masmoulineix, 87380 Glanges, France
Tel No: 00 33 (0) 555 71 79 20
(Llamas)

E-mail: BernardMorestin@aol.com
www.lamas.lamas.com

FIBRE &
HANDICRAFTS
CORNWALL

Jon Glencross

Wenmouth Manor, St Neot, Liskeard,
Cornwall PL14 6NN

Tel No: 01579 320726

GOODBY HERD GUANACO FIBRE

SOUVENIR & LLAMA

ART PRODUCTS

CORNWALL

Sue Anderson

Heather Farm, North Road, Pendeen,
Penzance, Cornwall TR19 7TH

Tel No: 01736 787997

LLAMA PORTRAITS in watercolours
or pastels

LLAMA LLAND

(For contact details, see under
Breeders)

ANIMAL PORTRAITS on commission.
LLAMA FIBRE and other products for
sale. (See also under Accommodation,
and Breeders)

TRAINING &

EQUIPMENT

CORNWALL

CARTHVEAN ALPACAS:

Julie Taylor-Browne

Camelidynamics UK, Carthvean Farm,
Porkellis, Helston, Cornwall TR13 0JL
E-mail: taylor.browne@clara.net
www.carthveanalpacas.com

Tel No: 01209 831672/07971 884712

GLOUCESTERSHIRE
WINTERBOURNE LLAMAS:

Norma Chandler Paterson

Old Coach House, High Street,
Winterbourne, Bristol,

Gloucestershire BS36 1JQ

Tel No: 01454 773533

LLAMA LLEARNING DAYS, LLEISURE
DAYS, LLECTURES & TALKS.
FLEECE, HANDICRAFTS, DAY
PACKS FOR SALE. STUDENT WORK
EXPERIENCE AND FARM VISITS.

TREKKING

BERWICKSHIRE
BERWICKSHIRE LLAMA
TREKKING: Peter Marshall

Bay View, St Abbs, Berwickshire,
Scotland TD14 5PN

Tel No: 018907 71705

E-mail: berwickshire.llama.trekking@
googlemail.com
www.berwickshirellamatrekking.
blogspot.com

CEREDIGION

BRYNGWYN LLAMAS:

Elaine & Martin Hillson
Bryngwyn, Maestir Road,
Lampeter, Ceredigion SA48 7PA
Tel No: 07977 575566

E-mail: elaine@bryngwyn.net
www.bryngwyn.net

DEVON

DARTMOOR LLAMA WALKS:

Steve Weymouth & Diane Leworthy
Ponsworthy House,

Ponsworthy, Newton Abbot,

Devon TQ13 7PJ

Tel No: 01364 631489 /07776 215418

DORSET

UK LLAMAS:

Jo Harwood & Chris Eke
New House Farm, Mosterton,
Beaminster, Dorset DT8 3HE
Tel No/Fax: 01308 868674

HEREFORDSHIRE
GOLDEN VALLEY LLAMAS
(For contact details, see under
Accommodation)

STAFFORDSHIRE

NATIONAL FOREST LLAMA TREKS:
Anna Otten & David Butler

250 Lichfield Road,

Barton under Needwood,

Burton on Trent, Staffs DE13 8ED

Tel No: 01283 711702/ 07970 601373
E-mail: thellamalady@hotmail.co.uk
www.nationalforestllamatreks.co.uk
also Children’s Birthday Parties

VISITOR
ATTRACTIONS

NOAH’S ARK ZOO FARM:
Anthony Bush

Clevedon Road, Wraxall,
Bristol, North Somerset

BS48 1PG

Tel No: 01275 852606
(Exotics and farm animals,
including llamas and alpacas)

The British Llama Society offers this information in good faith and cannot take responsibility for the services or products
advertised herein, or for any errors or omissions.

We strongly recommend... before buying Llamas, do join the British Llama Society and ensure the seller is a BLS
member and signatory to the Sales Code of Conduct

For more information on how to advertise in the Enterprise Directory please contact
Brenda Birmingham, Secretary - British Llama Society
Lower Braundsworthy, Shebbear, Beaworthy, Devon EX21 5TB
t: 01409 231704 e: Secretary@BritishLlamaSociety.com

British Llama Society - a company limited by guarantee. Registered in England no. 04897204.
Registered office: Mansion House, Princes Street, Yeovil, Somerset BA20 1EP,
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The Importance of Correct Head
Collar Fit In LIamas

Head collar fit in Llamas can have major implications for the

feeling of health and well-being of your animal for two reasons:

1) Llamas are semi-obligate nasal breathers. This means
they can only survive by breathing through their mouths for
a short period of time (and even this has been shown to
being like trying to drink a thick milkshake through a small
straw)

2) When looking at their skull, the bone which forms the nose
only extends a short way in front of the eye, beyond which
it is cartilage.

For this reason, llamas with an incorrectly fitting head

collar can feel that they are either being or are about to be
suffocated. This can cause behaviour that appears almost
“brainless” in an otherwise very calm animal. Haltering issues
such as these can easily be solved by checking and correcting
(if necessary) the fit of your halter.

One reason for problems with halter fit is the variety of head
shapes and sizes in llamas. Of particular importance is the
variation in length of the part of the nose that is bone. Some
llamas have very short heads and the heads of crias that
have a lot of growing to do are sometimes not big enough to
safely fit a halter on. (However this is more often the case in
alpacas). Even with adult llamas, there is some variation in
the length of the bone of the nose in front of the eye. Itis
very important to check, by gently feeling the top of your
llama’s nose — forward of the eye, if there is any doubt.

Another cause of problems is the adjustability of your halter,
and whether it can be safely and comfortably fitted to your
llama — and whether it will stay adjusted in this way, no matter
what.

A correctly fitting halter sits in such a way that the nose band
remains permanently on the bony part of the nose. It should
be fitted so that it crosses the nose just in front of the eye —
see correct halter fit below — the halter may appear that it
is fitting too close to the eye, but this really is the best
position. Tightening up the nose band so that there is room
to fit two fingers vertically under the jaw bone (in an adulit) will
ensure a snug fit. The nose band must not be able to slip off
the bone and onto the soft tissue (or even be pulled forward
if the llama scratches its face) under any circumstances.
This would cause your llama to panic. The llama must be

comfortable without rubbing off fleece or skin, and the halter
should allow the llama to eat, drink, ruminate, or even yawn —
everything it would normally expect to do.

Types of halter:

NB It is worth noting that the size difference between adult
llamas and crias means that it is not the case that one size fits
all.

A) Fixed Nose Band Head Collar: With this halter type, the
nose band cannot be adjusted. If the nose band is not
large enough to slide up so that it fits snugly in front of the
eye, then the nose band may sit too far down the nose.
This will be of concern to the llama which may be able to
think of little else than the pressure of the nose band over
the soft tissue of its nose, or worse still its nostrils, affecting
its breathing. While the crown piece can be adjusted, it still
may not allow a nose band which is too small, to sit in the
correct position. Therefore it may simply clamp the llama’s
mouth shut, which could also stop it from eating, drinking
and ruminating — and breathing!

B) X-Style Halter: With this halter type, the crown piece
and nose band form a continuous loop & neither can
be adjusted independently of the other. In this way,
by loosening the crown piece, the nose band is also
slackened, which can allow the nose band to slip forward
and become unsafe. Without a variety of sizes available,
it is difficult to obtain the correct fit, particularly for a llama
which is being halter trained to walk for the first time on
a halter. This can be inconvenient. However, this type of
halter can fit a wide variety of head sizes and shapes.

C) Adjustable Halter: In this case, both the nose band and
crown piece can be adjusted independently. A short cheek
piece will prevent the nose band from slipping forwards,
especially when in conjunction with the throat latch and
nose band travelling through the same ring under the chin.
If fitted with buckles, it is also more likely to remain in the
original position.

The adjustable type of halter seems to offer the greatest
versatility in fitting llamas of all head types — with both ease of
fitting and safety paramount.

Fitting and adjusting a halter

- Adjust the nose band to its widest setting before putting it
on your llama. In this way, it can slide up the nose to just in
front of the eye, where it will be safest.

- Tighten the crown piece high up behind the ears — this will
give maximum control and contact while you are leading
your llama. Bear in mind that the halter has to stay high on
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the nose — no matter what. éeua/)?

- Take any slack out of the nose band, allowing enough O& (9
room for normal activity such as feeding. NB A larger llama <
will need more slack around the jaw. Generally, if you can
get your index and middle finger between the jaw and the
nose band, an adult should be comfortable. Less room is
needed for a cria to ruminate etc.

- Ifthe llamais in full fleece, the fleece will compress, and
the crown piece will almost certainly need tightening in a
few minutes.

- In hot weather, the material of certain halters can expand

slightly (nylon can expand by 30% of its length), further
necessitating adjustment after a few minutes.

In an unsupervised situation — such as in the field - it is
not felt to be advisable to leave the halter on your llama
(Joint Health & Welfare Committee 2006).

Llamas are intelligent creatures and can remember the W o1 o helpi . _
experience of a badly fitting halter. This can make them S e PSS OWIIEES |\ ITTDIGNS
reluctant to be haltered again, and can cause behavioural their herds and in helping first time buyers
problems such as: cushing, bolting, rearing and/or panicking learn about these wonderful animals. After
when the halter is put on. For all lamas (and especially crias) sale service is always available. Come and

beginning their handling training, it is imperative to ) P .
1) Have a correctly fitting halter, and see our prize winning herd. We are conveniently

Breeder of Champion Llamas

2) To take the time to fit the halter correctly. located near the M3, M4, M25 + M40.

This will allow your llama to become quicker to train and easier

to handle. Ordell Safran

Please remember that even the correct size halter Ordellamas, The Forest House, Hatchet Lane,
becomes dangerous and useless if not adjusted correctly. Winkfield, Berks SL4 2EG

Tel: 01344 885857 Fax: 01344 884398

This article has been written with the
help and advice of Marty McGee Bennett Email: ordell.safran@btinternet.com
(Cumelzdynumzcs)

“@7,3\ £y ‘*ﬁi’t‘;\' )

a2 o Bremia Farms
Breedmg hlgh quality llamas since 1988.
Choose your herd sire, dam, cria, pet, &/
or guardian from among 75 fine animals.

- Dr. Peter Bhatae e kel 01974-298-327
Llamo isaf, Tregaron L ooeimail: bﬂi}_l"'llefi-'i_c.()l‘,.‘-
Cered' "'on S\’QS 6UW: . . www:Llamas-Brémia.co.uk  « =
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BLS CONTACTS

(S.C-Steering Committee)

Ordeli Safran (Chairman)

t. 01344 885857

e. ordell.safron@btinternet.com

Liz Butler (Vice Chairman and Regional Co-ordinator)
t. 01737 823375

e. llamaliz@hotmail.com

David Pryse (BLS Show Organiser)
t. 01295 768676
e. david@llamatrekking.co.uk

Clare Scargill (S.C.)
t. 01206 395417
e. cscargill@yahoa.co.uk

Gwynneth Hogger (S.C.)
t. 01473 785529
e. fynnvalleyllamas@keme.co.uk

Yvonne Parfett (S.C.)
t. 07971 377993
e. yvsllamas@yahoo.co.uk

Don Butler (S.C.)
t. 01737 823375
e. donbutler@dba-aviation.com

Alien Brown (S.C.)
t. 01608 661893
e. jane.p.brown@btinternet.com

Tim Crowfoot (Treasurer)

t. 01489-877631;

e. timcrowfoot@btinternet.com

e. Treasurer@BritishLlamaSociety.org

Brenda Birmingham (Secretary)

Lower Braundsworthy, Shebbear, Beauworthy, Devon, EX21
5TB.

t. 01409 231704

e. Secretary@BritishLlamaSociety.org

Vivienne lves (Registrar)
t 01159 375949
e. Registrar@BritishLlamaSociety.org

Tina O’Donnell (Editor BLS Newsletter)
t. 01892 785119

e. Editor@BritishLiamaSociety.org or
bluecaps@tiscali.co.uk

Terry Crowfoot (Cart driving and agility)
e. terrycrowfoot@btinternet.com

Fiona Davis (Working with Fibre)
t. 01495 774746
e. fiona.j.c.davis@bristol.ac.uk

Chris Eke (Trekking and husbandry contact South/South West)
e. 01308 868674 e. jo@ukllamas.co.uk

Mary Pryse (Trekking and husbandry contact Midlands)
t. 01295 768676 e. mary@Illamatrekking.co.uk

FOR SALE

Cria 2007 for sale. Four boys and one girl born May/June.
Avaijlable from April. \

Sire bred from Ordellamas blood line. Wormed and
vaccinated. Halter trained using Camelidynamics methods
by an approved handler. North Devon area. Contact annie.
austen@btinternet.com 01769 540840

(mono only)
30 words £6-00 with each additional word 20p extra.
1/8 page £25-00
Yapage £35-00
Deadline for copy 1st of the month of publication.
Please note that any llamas advertised for sale must be
registered with BLS.

Adverts can be emailed to
Editor@BritishLlamaSociety.org or posted to:
Bluecaps Farm,

Sleepers Stile Rd.

Cousley Wood,

Nr. Wadhurst,

East Sussex TN5 60X

VIAS

Quality animals for sale
From our prizewinning herd of llamas.

Advice given & follow up sales as required.

Llama trekking
Also picnic walks — cream teas, strawberries and Pimms, Champagne and

chocolates, all taking place in our own private wood with the llamas.

Llama accessories

Including various types of halters, packs, training aids etc.

A warm welcome
to new members .......

Julie Rodgers, Beer, Devon

Jane Anderson, Blairgowrie, Perthshire

Martin Twaddle, South Queensferry, West Lothian
Elizabeth Walton, Kingsdown, Kent

Tam Large, Streat, Hassocks, Sussex

Suzanne Keil, Wistanswick, Market Drayton, Shropshire
M E George, Houghton, Huntingdon

CAN YOU HELP WITH
REHOMING?

There are times that BLS is asked to rehome a

llama or llamas. Would you consider giving a home

to one or more? Yvonne Parfett is now in charge of
rehoming. If you possibly could help in the future,
would you please contact Yvonne: The Alpha Stud,
Crabtree Band, Bedstone Road, Bucknell, Shropshire
SY7 OHQ; phone: 07971-377993; e-mail: yvsllamas@
yahoo.co.uk . Your help would really be appreciated!
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